The EPIPHANY of the LORD
7th January 2018 Year B

Gospel Reflection

Excerpt from; God’s Word 2018 Daily Reflections

The feast of Epiphany is the proclamation of God’s redeeming love for all peoples. In today’s
Gospel we find two contrasting figures—King Herod and the Magi. The Magi, defying all

human logic set out to an unknown destination, following a star. On the other hand, Herod
who had at his disposal all the means of knowing the Saviour, chooses to reject and destroy
him. Vatican 11 reminds the Church that it has ‘...the duty of scrutinising the signs of the
times and of interpreting them in the light of the Gospel’ (GS 4). The Magi did read the signs
of the time and met the Messiah. Herod did not understand the meaning of true kingship but
chose a hostile approach to safeguard his power and went to the extent of massacring the
innocents. We need to have the wisdom and vision of the Magi to read the signs of the times
and to discover our Saviour present in our midst.
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The HOLY FAMILY of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
31st December 2017 Year B

JESUS, Son of God and Son of Mary, bless our
family. Graciously inspire in us the unity, peace, and
mutual love that you found in your own family in the
little town of Nazareth.

MARY, Mother of Jesus and our Mother, nourish our
family with your faith and your love. Keep us close to
your Son, Jesus, in all our sorrows and joys.

JOSEPH, Foster-father to Jesus, guardian and spouse
of Mary, keep our family safe from harm. Help us in
all times of discouragement or anxiety.

HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH, make our family
one with you. Help us to be instruments of peace.
Grant that love, strengthened by grace, may prove
mightier than all the weaknesses and trials through
which our families some- times pass. May we always
have God at the center of our hearts and homes until
we are all one family, happy and at peace in our true
home with you. Amen.

Gospel Reflection

Excerpt from; God’s Word 2017 Daily Reflections

All the readings of the feast of the Holy Family invite us to reflect on the Fourth
Commandment of God. This commandment can be followed by striking a balance between
love of God and love of one’s neighbour. There are four possible approaches in following
these two commandments: a) First Approach—Only Love of God: Christians who emphasise
the cultic aspect of spirituality, Sunday obligation, family prayer and pious practices. But
they have no time for their neighbours. This approach leads to self-righteousness. b) Second
Approach—Only Love of Neighbour: Such people give no importance to Sunday Mass and
family prayer. They are very comfortable with activities like a little service to their
neighbour. This approach leads them to mere humanism. c¢) Third Approach—Neither Love
of God nor Love of Neighbour: Such people neither have time for God nor for their
neighbour. This approach leads to self-centeredness. d) Fourth Approach—Both Love of God
and Love of Neighbour: Only a few Christians manage to blend the love of God with love of
neighbour. In which of the above four categories can I place myself and my family?
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